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 Indian Navy will lead New Delhi's response to any future Pakistani aggression

EW DELHI - India will use
Nthe firepower of its navy in
response to any future aggres-

sion by Pakistan, India's defence min-
ister said on Friday, weeks after the

fiercest fighting in decades between the

two nuclear-armed neighbours. Relations
between India and Pakistan are tense
after four days of fighting this month,
which involved fighter jets, missiles,
drones and artillery before a ceasefire
was announced. “If Pakistan resorts to

anything evil or unethical, it will, this
time, face the firepower and ire of the
Indian Navy,” Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on the aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant off the coast of the western
Indian state of Goa. A Spokesperson

for Pakistan's military referred Reuters
to aMay 12 statement, which said there
would be a “comprehensive and deci-
sive” response whenever Pakistan's
sovereignty was “threatened and terri-
torial integrity violated.”

* The latest fighting eruptéd after 26
‘people, mostly Indian tourists, were

killed in an April 22 attack in Kashmir,
a disputed Himalayan territory claimed
by both nations. New Delhi blamed the
attack on “terrorists” backed by Pakistan,
which denied the charge.
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